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The Voice or Austria.
The reports from Vienna and Buda-

pest do not depreciate the seriousness
of tho situation in Austria-Hungar-

and there appears nothing yet to
uphold the opinion that the strikes
were mere manoeuvres of the nt

to attract' intention nwuy
from preparations for- - war and to
bring about, sympathy nnd n state of
unrest among the laboring people of
the allied nations. The Intelligence
received through neutral countries
unquestionably shows the spread of
the strikes throughout the monarchy,
n serious economic condition brought
nbout by the shortage of food nnd n
growing demand for peace.

In n nntlon so strongly ruled nnd
disciplined by a dominant militarism
ns'ls Germany these evidences of dis-

satisfaction nnd unrest might not
have the significance that they have
in Austria-Hungar- The two ports
of the monarchy are antagonistic,
with Hungary constantly striving for
advantages that she surrendered at
the time of their union. How active
this antagonism Is even In time of
war appeared in the recent demand
of the Hungarians for a separate
army organization nnd the freedom
to use their own lnnguage In their
military establishment. So serious
were the Hungarians In this conten-
tion that Its veto by the Emperor
brought nbout a Cabinet crisis. Be-

sides the difference between Austria
and Hungary there is within each
nation a great heterogeneous popula-

tion of Czechs, Serbs, Rumanians, all
struggling for recognition of their

national existence nfter the
war bns ceased.
" To each of the.se peoples the war

Jind n different meaning, und they en
tered It from separate motives. The
war wns never popular in Hungary,
und many of the ngitntlons for pence
within the monarchy enme froiu'lluu-garlan- s.

It has been so unpopular
wttli the bulk of the Slavs that Aus-

tria has been forced to question their
loyalty In engagements against people
of theJr own race.
'' The root of this dissatisfaction has
been largely opposition to the domi-

nation of Prussia and the fact that
AustrIii;Hungnry Is fighting Ger-

many's battle. Hungary has from the
first opposed Holicnzollern militarism.
Count Czebniw expressed this when
he said that the Dual Monarchy had

- no military party and would not en-

dure one. Till feeling has been
strengthened by tho recent demands
of the Oerman militarists nnd Ger-
man annexationists.

Germany, according to the reports.
Is feeling the effect of the Austrian
tmrest nnd Is preparing to combnt It.
The situation Is described as "one of
discontent among the masses sup-
pressed by the triumphant band of
the military party." Tho VoVictlrf-- ,

which was forced to suspend, publi
cation on account of its reports of
tho Austrian strikes, has renppeared
principally on account of the nttnek
on the censorship y one of the So-

cialist lepders, Frederick Edert, in
the Reichstag. In his speech he said :

"We welcome the action of the prole-

tariat ot Austria-Hungar- and express
our warmest sympathy. Oerman work-
men, when necessary, will use their full
power to combat the effort that are
preventing an early peace baaed on un-

derstanding and right."

German Influence nnd Prussian
power will be brought to bear to re-

press this growth of dissatisfaction
not only within the German Empire
but also In Austria. The Austrian
people have undoubtedly spoken and
their voice Is against German dicta-
tion and In favor of peace. Bilt the, re
Is no reason to assume that thevroen-ac- e

of Ilohonxollera and Hapeburg
autocracies Is removed or that the
Allies should slacken In their determi-
nation to bring about their defeat

What AUi BozlBg.
AaMUaMrnan McCra hag intro-

duced bill In tho Legislature to
legalise professional boxing In New
Tork, and to establish n commission
to regulate It The measure has a
nnnbr of excellent provisions, nnd

4 ft It wfu enacted would serve as well
statute to prescribe dr--

cumstances under which boxing ex-

hibitions might be given.
.The Horton law wns likewise a

sensible measure, 'nnd so wns Its suc-

cessor, the Frawlcy law. The scan-

dals that resulted In the repeal of
both of these enactments did not
spring from their terms, but from the
abuse of the privileges exercised un-

der them. As contemptible a body of
highway robbers as ever flourished In

this Stntc created the public senti-

ment thnt doomed the Horton law;
the Frnwley statute fell because of
the activities of a band less contemp-
tible only becnuse it was less able.

There Ik a strong public Interest In

boxing. The people of the State want
the sport IcgnllMd. But they will
not stand the cheap grafters who
have hitherto been able to establish
themselves as typlcai of.tho managers
of the squared circle. If the McCue
bill or another having the same ob-

ject Is enacted, It will stay on the
books as long as boxers and their
train of promoters, managers nnd
parasites behave decently; and as
soon as they revert to the practices
that lmve obtained In the past It will
be repealed.

The Police ef New York.
If tho New York police force Is al-

lowed to fnll into corruption nnd In-

efficiency, the man who 1' responsible
for Its demoralisation will be guilty
not only of disgracing the city, but
nlso of endangering the nation.

Since war In Europe compelled tho
United States to abandon Its policy
of tolerating spies, propagandists,
traitors untl avowed enemies within
Its borders, the police force of this
town has been one of the strong arms
of the Government. On tho dny when
Its powers were directed against

plotters it nd Incendiaries Us
morals and Its capabilities ceased to
be of mere municipal Interest and
took on national significance. To-da- y

the competence nnd devotion to duty
of the New York police are of as keen
concern In Berlin and in Washington
ns they nre within the limits of the
five boroughs.

For nenrly four years the police
have guarded the city and the country
against the most desperate and cun-

ning consplratoi . they have ever had
to deal with. The work has leen
done with nmnzlnir success. Some de
tails of Its results may be read In the
records of the State nnd Federal
courts. Other details the public
knows nothing of.

The police have pursued criminals
and brought them to Justice, and these
cases we all know. But In addition
to this they have thwarted countless'
plots against ships, ngalnst factories,
against Individuals. Their activity
and Intelligence have saved New York
and the United States from outbreaks
of violence carefully planned and
richly financed, which were intended
to terrorize thN community and
strike fear Into the nation.
.. Should the morale of the police be
broken down, should the men who
compose the force become doubtful of
their commander, the agencies that
have been foiled by It In the past
would instantly resume their labor
for destruction. The moment that
patrolmen and otllcers are convinced
that the road to advancement does
not run through the open door of the
Commissioner's office, hut up n back
alley to the desk of a the
structure of honest endeavor that
Muyor Hylan Inherited will collapse.
Demoralization will extend Into every
branch of the department, and tho
consequent eruption of crime will be
measured not only In gambling hells
and bawdy houses, but in sunken
ships, In destroyed ordnance stores,
in poisoned food for soldiers and sail-

ors. The abused authority which
once aroused detestation by sheltering
murderers will become the shield of
enemy assassins, and conditions that
in normal times wouUl only Imperil
property nnd life under the shadow
of City Hall will menace every trans-
port that sails and endanger every
man who wears the uniform of the
United States.

AVc comment! these facts to the con-

sideration of Mayor Hyian. They
have already received the earnest
consideration of the Governor of the
State and of the President of the
United States. They are worthy, of
the attention of any municipal execu-

tive who aspires to the confidence and
respect of his fellow citizens.

A Coal Pool In Central Park. ,.

The thing most nstonlahlng nbout
the proposal mnde by the Uarriman
National Bank I hat the old reservoir
In Central Pnrk be used for coal stor-ogoi- ls

Its simplicity. To be sure, the
plan Is of no advantage for this win
ter, but who can say that next win
ter or later winters will not find New
York in the same pitiful need of fuel
that exists now?

The coal consumed In the city la
perhaps 40,000 tons a day. The ca-

pacity of the reservoir, according to'
the calculations of Mr. Josetk W.
Habbiman, Is 800,000 tons, or twenty
days supply. If only Manhattan and
The Dronx drew upon the reserve
they could keep the factory and home
fires burning for more than a month,
even If the Hudson waa Impassable to
coal barges. Nor would Brooklyn and
Queens be utterly beyond the benefits
of a great pool of coal In the event
of great need la those boroughs.

. Four thousand tons dumped Into
the pool every working day from
April 1 to November 1 would All It.
Whether It would bo best to enrry the
coal by trucks In the streets or by
trains In n tunnel Is an engineering
problem beside the mtiln lnnuo of pre- -

paredness, (let the coal there In the
summer and Industry and comfort
may anile la January, at tho antics of

the weather and the fads of adminis-
trators. There Is dot a point on Man-

hattan Island to which coat could not
be easily trucked from the centre of
the park'.

As Mr. Hamimak suggests, tt ts
quite as sane for New York to have
a great coal bin to fall back on ns It
Is for the city to have Us Croton nnd
Esopus lakes, or n bank to hnve Its
reserve. The need of reservoirs nnd
bank reserves were made plain cen-

turies ago. It Is only of late that we
have seen the weaknesses of the old
fuel system.

The tMthotlc will decry the use of
the old reservoir for such a utilita-
rian purpose as acoal bin. They will
ask with reason, "What Is to become
of the Park?" Nevertheless, Mr. Hab-bima- n

has supplied an original Idea.

We Can't Cheat Chronos, but We
Can Pretend To.

Representative l'LATT-o- f this State,
discussing daylight saving, says:

"It seems rather absurd to have to
enact laws to set all the clocks ahead

one' hour when everybody could ac-

complish the same thins; by getting up
one hour earlier, but as a oroctlcal nron--

osltton It seems to be'lmposslWc lo net. ng ' trout fish-an- y

considerable of Industries i
,nS less than five and

or people to begin one hour earlier' and ''nck bass than six months. Deer
so wc have to resort to camouflage."

The difficulty Is that everybody
would not get up an hour earlier.
Most of us would He abed and let the
other fellows get up. nnd the other
fellows would He abed In the vain
hope thnt we were going to get up:
and the few faithful souls who would
conscientiously scramble out from be-

tween the sheets at 8 o'clock Instead
of 7 o'clock, or at 7 o'clock Instead of
8 o'clock, would find themselves at
cross purposes with 'practically all
their business nasoclates and friends.
The essential thing to be accomplished
is to attain uniformity of practice, nnd
the simplest wny to do this Is to set

the clocks nhead an hour In the
spring nnd back In the fall.

Once the clocks have been advanced
and the night workers hnve recovered
from their arbitrarily shortened shift
things will go on In the routine way,

without confusion or disorder. No-

body ashore pays attention to true
time as It Is. The 7:37 o'clock train
for town, the subway express leaving
Ninety-sixt- h street at 8:22, the noon
whistle nnd the quitting whistle;
these are guides we know, not the
changed place of the sun In the
heavens.

Chronos has never been cheated;
he cannot be deceived or blackmailed.
robbed or cozened; the only thing we
can do Is to play n game with him in
which we pretend that wc are getting
the better of the old robber. And
that game can succeed only If we all
pull together and turn th"e" hands of
the clock around at the same moment.

An Important Social Project.
It would be difficult to overestimate

the social Importance of the completed
plans for a $1,000,000 social centre for
negroes In Harlem. The great signifi
cance of the project lies more In the
character of the entertainment fea-

ture of the plan than even In the largo
amount of money Its purpose will
require. ,

There Is much for agreeable reflec-

tion In the knowledge that In this
first large endeavor of New York's
negro population to build and main-

tain a social centre the features em-

phasized by its promoters are an audi-

torium foe lectures and other educa-

tional purposes, a concert room, n
large, pipe organ, banking facilities
and an employment agency. Other
and more familiar features are not
absent, gymnasium, swimming pool,
assembly and living rooms.

It Is pleasant to learn that the proj-

ect Is financially assured. Its de-

velopment will be watched with sym-

pathy In Its purpose and accomplish-
ments by all citizens who nre Intelli-

gently Interested In the city's social
welfare.

Sunday Fishing and Hunting.
Thb Sun Is In receipt of letlers

from time to time asking if it is I rue
that fishing and hunting are prohibited
on Sunday. The mere asking of the
question nnd the frequency with
which It nppears, from time to time,
Indicate' In the minds of the Inquir-
ers thnt such, a quiet nnd peaceful
pastime as angling and n sport such
as hunting, taking place usually far
from human habitation, are not

But are they? True, It is not
a statute of the conservation laws,
nevertheless Section 2145 of the penal

4

law reads:
"All shooting, hunting, fishing, play-

ing, horse racing, gaming or other puto-ll- o

sports, exercises or shows, upon the
first day of the weak, and all noise dis-

turbing tho peace of the day ore pro-

hibited."
',

Sabbath breaking Is a misdemeanor
punishable by fine or Imprisonment.
There Is no more favorable tlmo than
the present to call tho attention of
tho Legislature to the question of
asking for a change In this law, par-

ticularly ns It affects angling nnd
hunting, where they can be done with-

out disturbing other citizens.
The penal law regarding nngllng

and hunting has been a dead letter In
this State for many years, except
whoro It has been Invoked by one
spiteful neighbor against another.
Public sentiment generally la not op-

posed to a movement to keep fisher-
men nnd hunters out of the shadow
of Jail for Indulging In 'their favorite
recreations. What brings the sub-
ject to the front especially at this
time Is the creation of the State
Constabulary nnd the rumor that Its

(
I police have been Instructed to enforce
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the Sunday penal law concerning
tlwao who hunt and fish on the Sab-

bath day.
If an excuse were needed for

wiping tho statute from the books, It
might be mentioned that a day spent
afield or afloat or on a stream in-

creases one's week day work product
and decreases the high cost of living
and releases meats, fish nnd game
taking their place.

Certainly by (he wildest stretch of
the Imagination angling cannot be re-

garded as disturbing the Sabbath day
peace, and yet many a brook trout
angler, instead of following" a stream
through a town on Sunday, usually
climbs over the hill, goes around the
town, and fishes outside the town's
limits.

There Is no more orderly group of
men who go salt water fishing than
the one hundred thousand found
within twenty-flv- e miles of New
York's towers over the week end. The
police records will prove this. These
men and women come back renewed
In health and strength and sometimes
their catches will result In several
meatless days Instead of one.

Fresh water angling seasons are
duration, brook

number lasting months
less

for-

bidden.

hunting In the Adlrondacks lasts a
month nnd n half, and In the Cats-kill- s

half Wild life Is not
found usually very close to towns, set-

tlements or villages, and besides,
hunting Is prohibited within a cer-
tain radius of their limits. Wild fowl
shooting on Long Island Is usually
conducted In open bays or from
marsh that is far from the dwellings
of people.

If John F. Htlan should cease to
be Mayor, President A. E. Smith of
the Board of Aldermen would succeed
to the office thus made vacant, and
Mr. Smith's Commissioner of Police
would probably last more than twen

days.

"I do not like the word embargo,"
said the Secretary of tho Treasury
and thereby and In that respect put
hlmaelt plumb and on all fours with
the likings of every voter In these
United States cast of the Mississippi
Iliver, surely, and probably of all
points west. And. by the way, Mr.
McArxn said he liked Speed: but he
was, not quite spry enough upon that
occasion, for an hour earlier on the
wm day the Colonel had said: "Speed
up and tell the truth."

Steps haVe been taken to denatural-
ize a n. But he will not be
denatured.

A wrestling match In Madison
Square Garden "by permission of Dr.
flAnrtvtn" l nnnotmred. None will
blame the Doctor for grasping at the J

insurance that any one whusp profes
slon, business or pastimes he controls
may be warmed not by coal but by
collisions. May the ponderous Zbts-sk- o

and the .cyclonic Comn collide,
turn, twist nnd struggle In head lock
and toe hold until their radiated heat
thaws the chill out of the very bones
Of spectators!

The Hon. Arthvr Woeos is an ex-

cellent Judge of good quitting times.

CAN LOUIS BE WRONG?

A Ileclaratlon That Mr. KUabemlus
Stabs His Critical Toe.

To the Kditor or Thk Hun Sir; It
la not my purpose to enter into a learned
discussion with the Peer of rs

concerning." painting, music,
Shakespeare and the musical glasses,
but I must differ with Mr. Kllshemlus In
his statement when writing of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art, that -- every
artist of repute In the United States hod
studied either In 1'arK Munich or
Rome."

The late Frederick E. Church, whose
".Egean Hea" and "Heart of the Andes"
hold such a prominent place In the Met-

ropolitan Museum, did not study paint-
ing In any of the above mentioned cities.
I know, too, that Mr. Church advised
young men against studying art In Eu-

rope. He thought that much study In
European schools tended to destroy the
artist's Individuality.

Wiluam S. Whitehead.
Nkw York, January' 24.

COTTON IS KING.

Let Not the Government Pat Its
Hands on This Sacred Commodity.

To th r. Editor or Thk Svn Mr: Why- -

should the people of the North, Enst and
West remain quiet while the Govern-
ment regulates the price of many of the
Important commodities but allowa cot-

ton to soar to 32 cents pound?
I would suggest that the Government

regulate this commodity, that la used
largely by rich and poor alike.

Boston, January Si. Fair Plat.

A Gentleman From Missouri.

To thk Editor or Tub Bun Blr: Ris-

ing to a question of personal privilege,
when a man sucks eggs and hides the
shells, is the hen or the hen fruit camou
flaged, or Just the plain people

Baltimore. Md.. January :t. Max.

Gumsboo BUU

Who Is this racing down the read, rlp- -
roarlng ai he cemes,

The while his ahootlng Irons explode Ilk
arty kettledrums?

nis shrill yip rip raaps to a roar, and flrs.
amska and flam

Exude from every porous pore till Fho)bus
hid In ihamt

It I Clumako BUI, th bandit t

Tea, you aurely havn to hand It

To hi getup most artlatlcal. A warrior
of old,

Uka old Popocatepetl
Clouds about his top piece aattl.

And his language puglllatlcal makes
run cold I

Th tegs he has caat asld. th Kalaar h
has spurned,

H yells for war pandlsg wld who one
th rak ehk turned.

Be whlspr4 so kthlnd his hand and
hid tas tlltsi aii.

But new b drawn th Ort Lake Band
aa he breaks Into yellal

For election tlm I coming,
And that T, R. peraea humming,

And th old horn fane I shaking In th
breea of hi remark,

go thla gumaho guy la yIUng,
And th egg once more h't shelling,

But the folks ('tis sad) an making Jokea
about Bill's faariom bark I

Mtvaios Moaais.

FARM LABOR.

Nothing bat High Wages Will BrlBg
Back Experience Men.

To tub Editor or The Sun Blri Tour
editorial article on "Farm Labor" Is
right to the point on a very Important
matter. We must do something early
this year. And It Is no easy job. "BHose

who tried to Increase production last
year know.

There are one or two sources from
which fairly useful help can be had ; but
it Is difficult to get. In many Industries
In the villages and cities there are men
who have had some experience in work-

ing on farms. These men are Infinitely
better fitted to be of use to o'ur present
day farmers than, , any "Intensively
trained" farm hand. This Is what the
farmers think, and they are the men
you have to convince.

The difficulty Is to get theso men to
go when and where they are needed.
And the first difficulty Is the question ot
wages. The farmer catfnot be convinced
that he can afford to pay high enough
wages to tempt these men backhand the

kmen do not feel like taking less than
they are getting now. The next ques
tion, assuming that the Government
makes up this difference, is the em-

ployer, lie does not want te let the
men go whenever they are' needed.

But, as you any, some genius (or
quasl-genlu- must overcome these diffi-

culties.
Another promising source is the older

schoolboys who have done some work
on farms. They are more easily aroused
on the ground of patriotism. The col-

leges can furnish others.
Only those who hare already done

some work on farms will be useful. All
energy should bo concentrated on get-
ting these back where and when needed.
Do not let us whittle some shavings to
build a Are, to melt some snow, to prime
the pump, to get some water to put out
the Are. Use the snow !

II. Gordon Pierce.
New Tork, January 24.

Farmer Boys In the Army While Ath-

letes Play at Games..
To th Editor or The Bun Str; Your

recent editorial article on "Farm Labor"
la enlightening, and, moreover, accu-
rately summarizes many errors that
have been apparent In the public mind
and In the press regarding this most
Important factor In agricultural produc-
tion.

Many farmers can, and barring the
necessary labor muat, limit their output
to barely enough for family needs, but
such a result Is unthinkable. They are
just as patriotic, have ae much at stake
In the Issue ot the war and are as de-

termined to overthrow the lords of mili-
tarism and autocracy as are all good
American citizens, as la evidenced by
the big crops of last year, which they
raised and harvested under the most un-
favorable conditions of weather and
labor experienced In many years.

In the first place, It would seem as
If a serious mistake was made In draft-
ing so many farmers' sons and seasoned
farm laborers" Into the Federal service.
Their places cannot be filled with any
degree of efficiency, all popular theoris
ing to the contrary. The boy In his
teens, born and bred on a farm, Is a
worker of value. There Is much that he
can do and take an Interest In doing
that ndils materially to the etim total of
the income, hut the mind of the average
town or city youth Is not receptlvo to
the monotonous nnd manifold farm
work, not to mention the Isolation that
4s a part of It. Therefore the loudly
proclaimed plan of farm exploiters
not of the farmers themselves to fill
up the gaps In the ranks of farm work-
ers by schoolboys via? a flat failure.

But thousands of farmers' sons have
been called to the colors two of my
own sturdy boys among them. It Is too

. II u... . .. - .
-- " " i " '"

make more liberal exemptions In future
draftf.

It may be that there are other Indus-
tries and vocations where men can bo
spared with lei projprct of Inviting
famine to this country and the Allies.
In office. nnd light manufacturing
women can substitute. In fact have al-

ready done so to eomc extent, and will-
ingly too. When ono looks over the ath-
letic fields nnd sees the husky young
men engnsed In sports sadly out of keep-
ing with these critical times one Is
lo Inquire why It Is they too are not
enlisted for the war. And In the same
critical spirit one can eee thousands of
other able bodied young men engaged
In occupation or not en
gaged at all, who might rdlease .an
equal number of thnae who can be de-

pended upon to Increase the products
of the farms.

Practical farmers doubt the expedi-
ency of commissions n considering the
problem of labor. In tho past agricul-
tural commissions have been chosen, ap-
parently, with the motive of featuring
the most elementary Ignorance of the
problems Involved. An occasional col-
lege professor, but no bona fide farmer,
has been welcomed to representation In
their councils. Kuch fantnMIc ideas as
the drafting of prisoners, of Chinese
coolies, of human drlftwogd from every
nook and corner of the country, to help
out the farmers, has been commented
upon more or less, but the American
farmer knows what Is practical and
what Is not, and he will employ neither
criminals nor habitual bums.

It would appear that the whole mat-
ter must be put-u- to the Federal Gov-
ernment for decision. That would be
in harmony with present policies, and
would have the advantnge of being uni-
formly applicable to all sections of the
country. In a nutshell, either withdraw
fewer men from the farms or suffer the
Inevitable tragedy of want engendered
by diminished production, Substitution
of Inexperienced labor will not uvallj
neither will the multitude of theorists
who may mean well but are not big
enough for the Job.

Arthur T. Binson.
Dover Plains, January 24,

Could (he Northern Chinese Supply
the Present Deficiency?

To the RoiTon or The Son Mr: Un-
less we expect five catiess day we must
prepare now, as spring will be soon
with us. Kach year for the lam twenty
years good farm laborers have been
growing fewer, and you cannot taach a
green man to bo a good farm hand in
one season ; In fact, It take three or
four times as long as It does to make
a soldier of a man.

The only way out of It that I can
Is to Import farm hands, and th only
place I know of is China.

A gentleman who lived forty-fiv- e

ysars in China and was one of th four
that helped make our treaty with that
country told me that the northern Chi-
namen were good farmers, hard wnrktr
and honest; that the Chinamen from
the southern part' were smarter but not
farmers.

It, I believe. Is only a question of
shlpa, but Japan has them. I believe
there I a law against Importing labor,

f

but I understand there is a clause In

that law that you may Import If you
cannot find labor here. I may be wrong.

In regard to setting the price of
wheat, cotton. c, that Is, all things
raised from Mothes Earth, I do not think
it can be done, unless you set the price
of labor. The tiller of the soil has the
weather to buck against, and If he hss
price and labor also against him It Is
not human nature to try to raise the
crod needed for this country and the
world.

I think the Chinese could be Imported
by the Government under contract for
the war, and In that way they would
not become cltlsens or hurt the labor
unions. Robbrt Ij. Casi.

Stamford, Conn., January 24.

TAXING EXPENDITURES.

An Argument That While Falling
Evenly It Would Hit Too Hard.
To thk Editor or Tub bun Fir: I

believe a few words can show Mr. O." E.
Dashford that his plan for a tax on
expenditures rather than an Income tax
would bo a Jump from tho frying PRO

Into the fire.
Let us take the progress of wool from

Its sale to the buying of the garment
by the consumer. Let us say there are
five steps, from the sheep owner to the
cloth manufacturer, to the manufacturer
of garments, nnd so on down to the
consumer.

The cloth manufacturer would hare
to pay his percent? tax when buying
the wool, and, of course, besides his
profit, would add this tax to the cost
of the cloth when selling to the garment
manufacturer. Well and good. If this
were all there would be nothing to com-

plain of.
Ilut tho garment manufacturer also

had to pay his tax when buying the
cloth. So when h sells to the whole-

saler or Jobber, as the case may be,

besides adding his profit to the cost of
the cloth and of Its manufacture, he
also adds his tax, which Includes a tax
on the tax that the cloth manufacturer
had had to pay and had added to the
price of the cloth. So It goes until
when the consumer buys the garment he
wonders if It wouldn't be cheaper to

'move down to the equator.
Mr. Bashford slates that this tax on

expenditures would fall more evenly
than Income tax. But Instead of fall-

ing on those ten who can afford to pay
It, It falls on those 10,000 who cannot.
Yes, It does fall more evenly, but It
falls from such a great height that It
kills those whom It hits.

SWKBT fllXTKSN.

New York, January 14.

MINSTRELSY'S REAL AIM.

It Was to Portray the Negro, but Few
Performers Held to It.

To tub Editor op Thb Bun Mr: It
appears unfair to term every actor a
negro minstrel who has appeared upon
our stage in black face.

When Dan Emmett nnd his little band
of associates Instituted minstrelsy the
solo object In view was to delineate the
odd characteristics of the plantation
darky and the care free and ever Jolly
river roustabouts, the coons who
haunted the levees of our Western riv-
ers, seeking to earn a little money In
loading and tinloadlns the boats as they
ran to the landings.

Tho antics and peculiarities of speech
and nctlon of these quaint black people
were reproduced with rare fidelity, made
a great hit and a lot of money, and min-
strel troupes tn great numbers quickly
sprang up, no lr-- than seven troupes
having been located In New York at tho
same time.

Then came a procession of talented
men who brushed aside the distinctive
feature of "natural selection," wore cork
on their faces and portrayed everything
that was not negro minstrelsy. Among
,,, ,. A, , ,C

Billy Illce (Pearl), Blllv Birch. Krank
fushmaii (Cll'hman), Willis Prveatnam,
Davo Head, Bph Horn, Frank McNlsh,
Archie Hughes, I.cw Benedict, George
Thatcher, Carroll Johnson (Carroll),
IVter V Palley, Bob Slavln, I.eiv Dock,
stadcr (Olapp), Al Jolson. Neil O'Brien
and others, nenrly all of whom came
Into my employ when I was manager
of llnverly's Minstrels, nnd not one of
whom could bo called n negro minstrel,
a delineator of the Southern darky.
All were men of talent, but eccentric
comedians pure and simple.

There have been but few delineators
of the Southern negro, among whom
were Billy Manning, J. W. McAndrews,
Luke Schoolcraft, and the greatest
among them all, Mclntlre and Heath,
the last of a great nnd peculiar race.

That splendid comedian Willis P.
Sweatnam made .a great hit In a Chi-
nes ditty. "Little Ah Bid"; Carroll
Johnson never shone brighter than In
his rollicking Irish song "I Owe Ten
Dollars to O'Orady," and Kmerson's
sketch de resistance was also a rousing
Irish song. "Are You There, Morlarlty?"
These were nil done In black face, win
ning grent applause, but were far from
any negro characteristics. And now
Herman, Hebrew, Italian and every
other nationality can be found depicted
by a "negro comedian "

Ilohby Newcomb I Hughes) wrote all
of the sonus nnd dances which ho por
trayed In a mot artistic manner, and
he also wrote "The Big Sunflower,"
which won fame for Billy Emerson, who
was by far the most grsceful and ar-

tistic song and'dtnee performer, an well
as the finest singer the black face art
has known.

I remember when Nat Goodwin did a
black face specialty, mainly imitations,
in Chicago, during September, 1876 ;

when Bnymond Hitchcock assumed the
place of "Honey Boy" Kvans so Inte as
February, 190!) ; when Willie Collier
donned cork in Philadelphia In 1S9C ;

when Fred Stone and Dave Montgomery
did a song and dance with Havcrly'a
Minstrel In HJB; when Julius P. Wit-ma- rk

corked up and did a lino ballad
In 18S7 ; wren Francis Wilson and
Jimmy Mack'n did songs and dances in
1S7I. and Joe and Herbert Caw-tho- m

were with ine as "kids," and ex-

tremely clever, too, In .

Kit Clarice.
Bnooici.vN, January 21.

Wasted Lights In the Streets.
To the Editor ok The Hon Sir; On

Tuesday morning at 6 :5R o'clock the
street lampB were still lighted, though
It had been daylight for raor than
thirty minutes. Last night the arcs were
lit at 5 o'clock, full twenty minutes too

oon. I am not aware of the number
ot aro lamps throughout th city, but It
reems to m that fifty minutes saving
of each would mean a saving of fuel
at least sufficient to heat many homes.

SaMuel
Brooklyn, January 24.

Hcheme for Efflrlenej-- .

Th Venua of MIIr explains.!.
"I am simply Inaugurating an armless

day," sh cried.

SOME PLAIN OPINIONS ON THE CAUSE
OF OUR COAL TROUBLE.

Shortage of Supply Not Due to Lack

to IneAVIetKy of

The average business man does not
know any moro about the origin and

tonature of coal than he does of the
fourth or fifth dimension. He doesn't
know and ho doesn't care whether
coal la the result of chemical reaction
or Just happened.

In trying out one of his theoretical
hobbles, pr, Harry A. Oarfield has set
the whole country and
forced the cost of coal up to mote than
$200 a ton two hundred dollars don't
mistake the figure; they arc accord-
ing to an editor of a leading, coal trade
Journal who hss figured it out. The
public has to pay.

A month ago It would have been
hard to find a manufacturer or a
wholesale or large dealer of any sort
who would criticise the actions of the
Administration. There seemed to be
an unwritten law which says In effect.:
"Right or wrong, stand behind the
President." Now It is hard to find one
that Is not openly criticising the Ad-

ministration.
The action of Dr. Harry A. Garfield,

an academician, who knows nothing at
alt about the practical workings of
things Industrial, gave the industrial
world a Jolt from which it will not
soon recover. And the public is given
to understand that his mandate for
heatleas and llghtless days had the
sanction of President Wilson.

There Is no blinking the fact thnt
the President lias a policy of standing
by his Cabinet and the men selected
to help him run the war even though
they show no fitness for their
positions.

In straightening out or modifying
the blundering orders of incompetents,
he proves his greatness on tho one
hand, while on the other ho shows a
weakness. At selecting lemons ex-

cuse the slang to help pilot the ship
of State, the President has picked so
many of them that it Is actually be-

coming uncanny.
What the industrial world wants

Just now is coal, and more coal. But
it must wait until a class room
academician tries out one of his pet
theories. If It works, all well and
good, but so far tho cost of tho ex-

periment has not Justified Its being put
into effect.

According to the Con Age. there was
on Increase In the production of coal
in 1917 of 7.S por cent, over 1916.

The paper gives these production
figures as for 1917: The total output
was 6SS.401.789 short tons, an Increase
of 4S,103,614, or 7.3 per cent, more than
in 1916. The anthracite production waa
99,604,960 short tons, or 12,026,467 tons
more than in 1916. The bituminous
production was' C33.796.829 short tons,
or 31,277,147 tons more than In 1916,
The coke output was 53,286,403 short
tons. ' '

It then asks where this increased
production went.

This is a simple Question for tho
average business man. He may know--

no more about .the origin and nature
of coal than he doei of the fourth or
fifth dimension, but he can answer this
question without a moment's heslta
Hon.

He may start with 1914 by telling
you that 30 per cent, more looms,
lathes and machines of all kinds were
going at full tilt In 1915 than in 1914
that 25 per cent, more looms, lathes
and machines of nil kinds were going
In 1916 than in 1915, and that 1917
showed about the same percentage! of
increase. Added to the large Increase
in manufacturing industries ships
that have lain Idle for years and
every old hulk that resembled a ship
wero fitted up with some kind of
engine and took to the sens.

All these things took more coal and i

LAY THE CUP ASIDE.

An Optimistic
View of the Situation.

To tiii: Editor or The Pric Sir: Many-goo-

men In our country (yes. and they
are our best men) lament the spread
of tha unscrtptural, unmoral, imprac-
ticable and altogether erroneous and per-

nicious prohibition doctrine. I am with
these good men and I am against
them. I am with them In thinking
that the prohibition doctrine Is a
false one : but I am against them in-

asmuch aa I do not lament the present
spread of prohibition. How do we know
that a thing Is bad? is it not by com-

paring the bad thing with the good? We
know that theft Is bad when we com.
pare the latter end of the thief with the
latter end of the honest man. So It will
be with prohibition, AVe have never in
America until the present day had an
opportunity to determine Just what the
virtues are that reside In wine. Now
that we have prohibition with us. we will
be able to see tho pernicious effects of
prohibition, and when arter a while we
drive prohibition out, then we will be
ahle to appreciate ns never before the
vlrtuen of wine.

1 believe that a man will arise tn our
country who will overthrow . this pro
hibition doctrine and bring back to us
wine "that checreth Ood and man." Then
wo will Know what the good wine Is and
its virtues after we have been deprived
for a while of Its use.

Ci'Afti.r.8 Hoorrn.
Seattle, Wash., January 19,

Theodore Roosevelt and William Joel
Stone.

To the Editor or The Hl'K Sir; Y
gods ! To live to witness William Joel
Stone, who months ago should have
been toed out of the United States Hen-a- te

witli appropriate ceremony, assail-
ing the loyalty and Impugning the mo-

tives of Theodore Hoosevclt!
We who cannot always follow Mr.

I

rtooaevelt politically nevertheless ac
claim him without a superior as u cltl
sen of supreme loyalty to and Intrepid
daring for tho weal of his country

Hvery one, except those' who will not
see, concedes that Mr. Roosevelt real-

ised from the first that we mutt take
part, that ho was never too proud to
fight, and that he never advocated
peace without victory. H, C, B.

New Yorx, January J4.

What ETery Womaa Knows.

To THE Editor or The 8n fllr; Hop
deferred maketh the right kind .of heart
tick. 3. K. Wilson.
Swabtkmore, Pa., January 24.

Moving Day In th (Harks.
from th Htlrr Kptlnf UtatUfkt,

Charlt Aekrw moved, O, r. llonham
moved, I.on Klllott movd, Dock Pat
inovad and Iltl Itobb raovad, all In on
afternoon.

i

ot Production, but Entirely )wlnt

Mimafeneat.

the transportation facilities of tiltcountry broke down trying to get coal
them.

While the East has been clamoring
for coal alt winter, the Fuel Admlnis.
trator has permitted exports of 00lto Canada.

Now come complaints from St. Paul
Minneapolis, and other parts of the
Northwest charging the Fuel Admin-tstrat-

with letting the N'orthweat
shiver while tralnload after tralnlosd
of coal Is being ehlpped through to the
Canadian Northwest.

Does President Wilson need any
more proof of gross Incompetence than
this to dismiss Oarfield and put a prac-
tical business man in his place?

After reviewing the last year. FloH
W. Parsons says the mining end j
very favorable. Ho says:

All through th year tranaportathn )

ben th point of attack. During the net.
teat days of the paat aummer tha erv ef
operator waa for ears, not mlnera. Th,r.
ar uflcUnt mlnera and plenty or optit.
Ing equipment, but Iheaa thlnga are In.
effective If there ar no car Into which i
load th coal. It I further true that tha
troubl Is not to much car shortage ai li
It Innfflclent car aervlce.

We know that If our Oovernmnt vtrt
to aaaum control of all nur cnal mli.i
the Federal power over Industry vo-jl- l V
absolute and lawa would he of little ami,
W know alao that the reault of our

unpleasant experience ulll t,. i, .

Here th nation' Induatrle from a fu:
ahortag next winter, unleaa n, hiv, t,
glera on th Job. The nutleok fnr th jrir
ISIS, ao far aa the mining eml la

Is extremely favorable. The
muat eiempt mlnera frnm draft

Th Federal Railroad Director muat rrcii.
late so aa to Inaur th Immediate union).
Ing of all car. Th miners' union mut
lift all restriction that limit either hour,
or tonnage of th Individual workman.

Mr. Parsons gives some tlmciv
warning about exempting coat miner
from the draft. Will It be heeded in

preparing for next winter?
Why not go a step further and re-

call hundreds of young railroad men.
such as brakemen, machinists, switch-
men, firemen, so essential to movement
of trains, who are now in army

A higli official of one
America's greatest trunk lines told tr
a few days ago that railroad men hail
no trouble in getting exemption hut
thnt fewer of them had claimed

than any other class of woiT-er- s

and that Just now the- - (ireale.u
need was for machinists and car re-

pairers.
New York likes to boast of Its tre.u

harbor, tho greatest and yet th
poorest In thf world. The poorest be-

cause the lower part of the city alomr
the river front has been practically de-

serted by the city government pro-
perty values depreciating where thev
should have Increased had the

great piers for the loadlnc cf
ships instead of sticking to the

system of loading (rum'
lighters. There are not tnough pr-
ivately owned piers to coal

of the ships that have cleir,l
from this port every day since the
war began.

It costs more to coal a ship In .Va-Yor-

harbor than It costs to mine-
plus the freight to the Hasten

seaboard. A ship that it takes
to coal in New York harbor cou'd

get her bunkers filled in Just for'y-flv- e

minutes at the part of Philade-
lphia or Baltimore. Why? New Yn'U

sticks to the antiquated system )'
holstlrg coal from HghtFTs out In

while Philadelphia nnd Halt
more have modem steel piers wit'i
modern machinery for coaling vessel.

Is It any wonder that there Is a c'
gestion of freight and coal at the
"greatest harbor In the world"?

Henrt T. Prick

A ROBIN THAT STAYED.

He Sings. Kats Hose rip and Await'
the Springtime.

To tub BDrron or The St-.- .Sir 1

hate to discourage the commuter's hop

of an early springe but that Montcl.nr
robin reported In your news columns
merely a bird who has overstayed h!J

leave. We 'have one living In our par-de- n

In northern New Jersey this
he is plump and cheerful nr,H

sings Just aa In spring. He has sl ed

with us all winter, feeding lariteb
on the rose pips on a pergola, but
sharing the grain and seeds wc put out

for the usual winter birds.
He Is a bird of steady habits, feeding

at regular hour, and then flying ti
neighbor's garage to drink from th

eaves trough where the ice melts a e

on the bitterest days. J do rot(
know whether he missed his train fouth
Intentionally, or whether he Is the

of his race, but he will no ilonbt
tell his friends wonderful talcs of tie
froaen North Jf ha survives till .

r. T it
New Yon, January 24.

"OF GERMAN PARENTAGE."

Are Alen Rejected for the Arm;

Solely on This (iron ml.'
To the Kditor or the Su.v 5ie

waa told by a surgeon on one of t

examining boards yesterdny that the

Government is rejecting all yours men

born in thl country of ficnr.m)
even though physically- - fit, en 'he

grotlnd that such men nre not i'" r.ibl

In the army,
I believe this Information In u. n

reef, as I know tho surgeon ifff.i i '"
to be a reliable man. 1 nmlert-utu- i

In r short tlmo an arrangement v " '
perfected by which jounu men of "''
birth can be conscripted Are we t"

send all our loyal young men to U ' 'ei
off and permit this country to h"
populated by Hermans and Au-s- i.ms

Why should not these young me m

Oerman and Austrian p.uen' ipe

.t r(,srnontll7 T, P.nn
no harm, and many of them, m
would bo loyal after tlic g' ' 1

army If not before.
M. T liicittr.rs

New York, January 'it

Adrian Anson's Mrknanir
To ma Editor or The Sun

"C. A. H." nays "Anson'

nickname' never was 'Pop,' an o"nt nu- -

ally bestowed on him tn. .'
I beg to deny this, I renwmhe

well ns a boy in Michigan he.tr a'
seeing by the "fans" and in '

Anson called "Pop" Ant-o- " '

again. I have saf In th Man. f

West Bid baseball park In Ch '" 1,1

heard "Pop" called on lo save
or "Pon" told hi playing d i , sa

Isfy, Ac. il. W

Maw Tee k, January M- -


